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COMMODORE’S WATCH

 Hello Everyone!
 

We are getting great turn out of members to all of our events. Thank you all!
 

We had many members participate in the Navy Regatta this year. The weather was great and the food 
was great. A couple of boats took an extra day and went to Ingleside.
 

Thank you all for turning out for our annual Commodore's Cup Race and Dinner. I want to thank 
Catherine and Mrs. Commodore for helping the Commodore cook for the evening. Yes, I did manage to 
fire up the Bar B Que!  

Please follow our website for important up coming events.
 

First, we will be having our annual auction and dinner on September 25. You can bring anything that is 
boating or non boating items to the club starting the week before. All the proceeds from this event go to 
the club. Bring cash, checks, or our treasurer will be more than happy to bill you. Our auctioneer this 
year will be our Vice Commodore Chris Colley.  

The next important event will be our annual General Membership and election meeting on October 
2. The meeting will start at 6:00pm and dinner at 7:00pm. We have a lot to cover and election of new 
officers. Please be on time so we get to the fun stuff.

And the last one is our Harvest Moon Fundraiser. This will be a chance to raise funds from other than 
our members. See the information in Membership News and memberblast that will follow for 
updates. Linda already has some volunteers but she can always need more.

Thanks again everyone for making our Club a success.
 

Harry J. Armenia 
Commodore
Bay Yacht Club

Membership News
A correction from last month's Bowsprit, Terry and Greg Barnett are not new members, just wishful 
thinking. Let's keep trying. Darlene and Joseph Whigham are definitely our newest members. They 
are from Corpus and own a powerboat named Seabuggy. Lucy Jesse, another new member, joined in 
June and the “significant other” of Ed Isenberg is at home recovering from a broken hip. Finally, 
Andrew Kramer, student member, has joined the marines. 

Notice: October General Membership meeting October 2, 2010, 6PM BYC Clubhouse. Please 
find the list of candidates and statement of qualifications along with the ballot in the following pages. 
Don't forget to attend the Club Auction September 25, 6:00PM BYC Clubhouse. Please bring your 
treasures you are willing to donate no later than September 24 so they may sorted and displayed prior 
to the auction.

Looking forward to October, Linda Guifree will be in charge of the first ever BYC fundraiser event, 
Friday, October 21 at the LYC Harvest Moon Regatta in Port A. Linda will lead a group of member 
volunteers in cooking and selling lunch, breakfast and beer to the racing and support crews of the 
race as they finish of the race. 
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Celebration of Ralph Bowen's Life – August 1

Over one hundred friends, family and fellow BYC members joined 
together in a celebration of Ralph Bowen's life, Sunday, August 1st, at 
the BYC Clubhouse. Attendees shared stories and examples of what 
made Ralph special in their lives following a bagpipe rendition in his 
memory.

Ralph was an active member in the club for many years serving on the 
club board for a number of years, winning the Commodore's Trophy 
along with his wife Melissa and being presented the club's highest 
honor, the Terry T. Harkrider Award in 2007 for outstanding years of 
service to the club.

Navy Regatta Registration, Regatta and Military Challenge – August 6 - 8

Registration Party - What a crowd! At times it looked as though one more person would not fit in the club. As usual the BYC 
members, over thirty volunteers, put on a large spread of delicious food and plentiful drink for the race registrants, cruisers, military 
members, family and friends. 

Races - Beautiful race weather prevailed as thirty three boats competed, in five fleets, for the 48th Annual Navy Regatta and Military 
Challenge on Corpus Christi Bay August 7 – 8. BYC fielded six boats, Elan (Bruce and Tammy Swart) 2nd Navy Regatta, 3rd Military 
Challenge A Fleet 150 Class, Tom Kat (Doug Weakly)  2nd Navy Regatta A Fleet All Sails, Pazuzu (Larry Haas) 3rd Navy Regatta B 
Fleet 150 Class, Windswept (Larry Frank) 3rd Military Challenge B Fleet 150 Class, Still Dreamin' (Walt Crawford) and Kerry Ann 
(Kevin and Kerry Kaldenbach).

Cruisers - Wild racers and cruisers, hot windy weather, a titanic race, a cool night and a big party made the best ingredients for 
another great BYC Cruise weekend. Six BYC race boats, Elan, Tom Kat, Pazuzu, Windswept, Still Dreamin' and Kerry Ann 
participated in the race events while cruisers Honky Voodoo, Merlin, Adagio, Starfish, Live Free, Avalon, Concerto and Cabaret  
participated in the "let's have fun events" at the Naval Air Station basin.This year's on shore party at the Officer's club was even said 
to be better with great food, music and a little quieter crowd. Why you could even hear the speakers. 

Board Boats and Burgers – August 13
By Tammy Swart

This year’s Board Boats & Burgers was held on Saturday, August 14th. Neil and Teresa Gallagher out did themselves this year in 
putting on this fun day of Sunfish Sailing for the Club.

There was no organized racing this year but there looked like some friendly competition out there as the Club Members went out 
and sailed the course. Bruce Swart took his step-daughter, Brittney out and taught her how to sail the sunfish. Wayne Greer and 
Steve Steakley chased one another around the marks. Andy Horner went out there and found that his skills had not improved in the 
year since he last sailed a Sunfish, but nor had they diminished. The winds were steady at 10 knots early, increasing to 16 and 
gusty in the afternoon. The early arrivals had the best winds for sailing.

Later, as the winds were increasing, Dean Domingue and Nick joined in the fun. Doug Weakly motored TomKat around among the 
Sunfish sailors to provide some moral support. More than one of our intrepid sailors ended up wet! It can be said that they were the 
lucky ones as the day boasted record heat.

The afternoon wore on and Neil wrapped up the sailing so that he could turn his attention to helping his wife, Teresa in producing 
burgers with ALL the trimmings for over 30 Club Members and guests. We had a fun day on the water and a delicious meal thanks 
to the Gallaghers and Melissa Bowen. 
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Portis Dinner – August 21

Ed and Susie Portis went all out this past Saturday, at the clubhouse, for a fantastic meal 
for an estimated forty people. It consisted of all homemade recipes, including, Boeuf 
Bourguigon with rice, salad, garlic bread and cookies and ice cream. This was no store 
bought affair, this was the real deal. The crowd loved it. Great job!

During the affair two announcements were made by Vice Commodore Chris Colley. Sadly, 
both our refrigerator and upstairs “kegerator” have failed to make muster. The refrigerator 
will be replaced using the Equipment and Tools budget allowance and the “kegerator” will 
be paid for from those members choosing to donate. Please contact the 
mailto:treasurer@bayyachtclub.org if you so desire.

 (Susie Portis's homemade sorbet.)         

Commodore's Cup Race – August 28
By Jim Roberston Race committee Chair

Five BYC boats entered the 2010 Commodore’s Cup Regatta on August 28. The Race Committee 
of Mary Herrington, Pat Baldwin, and Jim Robertson were embarked aboard Belly Dancer, 
generously volunteered by Bob Francis.

Race 1 started at 11:15 with boats competing on what was intended to be a 3 mile triangle course 
in a gentle northeast wind. Alas, the breeze gave out shortly after the race began and as 
consequence the leading boat required an hour and thirty minutes to complete the first one mile 
leg. Race committee signaled "shorten course" and established a new finish line just beyond the 
first mark. As soon as Adagio ghosted across the finish line, Belly Dancer was underway to set 
marks for a new course in anticipation of the afternoon sea breeze and wind shift.

When race 2, a 3.4 nautical mile triangle course, started at 1:55 p.m. the wind was easterly at five to six knots and it increased to ten 
as the afternoon progressed. Crossing the start line and tacking toward the weather mark required skill, concentration, continuous 
attention to sail trim and crew placement for weight distribution. Warrior reached the weather mark several boat lengths ahead of 
Élan and held her lead for a first place finish on elapsed and corrected time. The corrected time difference between 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
place finishers was only 16 seconds. Goto http://www.bayyachtclub.org/racenewsandresults.htm for race results.

Race 3 was a short 2 mile triangle. Pazuzu lead early but couldn't stay ahead of Élan, who quickly passed her to leeward and 
maintained the lead for the remainder of the race, finishing ahead of Warrior by nine seconds elapsed time.

Commodore's Cup Dinner – August 28

Nearly forty people attended the annual Commodore's Cup Dinner. Commodore Harry Armenia and 
wife Linda Guiffre fed the crowd country BBQ style spare ribs, rice, vegetables and a special 
dessert.

Following the dinner, the club welcomed Darlene and Joseph Whigham of Corpus, recruited by 
Jerry Vaughn and owners of a power boat name SeaBuggy, to club membership. (See Membership 
News)

Commodore Harry Armenia also gave a burgee to the past commodore of the Pensacola Yacht 
Club and friend of Terry and Richard Butler, Flack and Kathleen Logan. Flack was also the second 
to last Commanding Officer of Corpus Christi's USS Lexington. 
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Our Sponsors

Shop There 
First!
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2011 Officer and Director Candidates

Commodore -  Lisa Kelley
I believe that I have much to offer the Bay Yacht Club based upon my 27 year work history as a loan officer,
underwriter and office manager for the United States Department of Agriculture. My duties have included managing
fiscal budgets, managing project budgets for multi-million dollar construction projects, making office and personnel
decisions and most importantly, learning to communicate effectively and efficiently with a broad spectrum of the
population. In addition to my career experiences, I have, over the years, been an active volunteer in various
community events. I have been a volunteer Girl Scout leader, volunteered with the local Bayfest organization,

Buncaneer Commission, volunteered numerous times for various youth sailing regattas and volunteered for many events as a
member of the Surfrider Foundation. I have volunteered my services to the International Boat Show and the recent Tall Ship event
held this past July.  As a member of the Bay Yacht Club, I was editor of the Bowsprit newsletter for two years.

If I am selected to serve as Commodore, my agenda will include an ongoing drive for new and younger membership. In order to
survive and grow, our club must utilize the experience and knowledge of existing members to attract new members and to promote
sailing on a broader level in our community with a special focus on youth and young adults.

We need a thorough review of equipment and facilities and a program of repair and expansion to include the barge, sailing facilities
and new equipment to promote instruction and small boat sailing. 

Our social and fundraising agenda must be enlivened and expanded. In order for us to achieve sustainability and growth, we must
come up with ideas on how we can increase our revenues. 

I want to increase our outreach into the community and to other clubs to increase our activities and expand participation. 

I would like to see our racing and regatta participation increased. These are huge attractions to new members and will provide the
club as a whole, extra sailing experience and enjoyment.

Our club is comprised of wonderful, experienced, and dedicated sailors and my hopes are to make the club bigger and better than
it ever has been in the past. Beyond being a club, we are a family that has a common love of the water and boating.

My ultimate goal will be to represent the Bay Yacht Club to the best of my abilities and provide the leadership and motivation needed
for its growth and the enjoyment of its members.

Vice Commodore – Kevin Kaldenbach
Hi, my name is Kevin Kaldenbach and I would like your support for Vice Commodore of the Bay Yacht Club. My wife
Kerry and I have been members for just over a year and a lot of you may not know me so let me introduce myself.

In May of 2009 I sold my repair shop in Stephenville, Texas and moved here with Kerry to immerse ourselves in
sailing and prepare the boat to go cruising. At my repair shop, we fixed mostly farm and heavy equipment and
maintained a parts store and small machine shop. We took pride in giving our customers dependable service and
gained their trust in return. I have also worked as a plant engineer working on different types of mechanical electrical
and hydraulic systems. 

Since the Vice Commodores role is to maintain the facility, I think my background would be helpful in figuring out how to go about
resolving problems the facility might have.

While my children were growing up we restored antique tractors as a hobby. We have lived in rural Texas since 1994 and spent a lot
of our time tending to our livestock and maintaining the property. We still own 38 acres and a house that we built ourselves in Erath
county. 
This last year I worked on our sailboat getting it ready to go cruising to Long Island New York in time for our sons graduation from the
United States Merchant Marine Academy in June 2011. Unfortunately, he is now taking a year off and this leaves us not needing to be
in a hurry. So I have some time on my hands. Perhaps this may also be a benefit to the yacht club.

The Bay Yacht Club has been a terrific group of friends that have kept us busy for the past year. Since we spent most of our adult life
living in the sticks our free time evolved around working on our property or with hobbies that closely resembled work. Kerry made the
observation that this is the first time in our lives that we had a social life. We owe that to the friendly crowd at the Bay Yacht Club.
Please read my website www.kaldenbach.us to learn more about me.

Rear Commodore – Doug Weakly
I’ve been sailing in Corpus Christi since 1995. In that time, I’ve served on the South Texas PHRF Committee and the
MORF Board as Fleet Captain and Regatta Chair since 2003. As your Rear Commodore nominee for 2011, I believe I
will be able to make a positive contribution to the Club through my connections in the sailing community. I joined the
BYC early in 2009. Since then, the BYC has exceeded my expectations. It has been lots of fun and I’ve made many
quality friends here, therefore I hope to spread the word to other sailors about the good times to be had at the Bay
Yacht Club.
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Secretary – Steve Steakley
Lynn  & I joined BYC after we brought our Endeavour 42 to Corpus in December of 2008. We have enjoyed our
membership as we made our transition from full time careers as educators in Austin to retiring in Corpus and Port A.
We of course have had the opportunity to participate in the cruising, dinner, sunfish, and other BYC events. 

Prior to sailing we spent all our non-working life in a different type of sporting organization, youth soccer. We
volunteered on various soccer board of directors in all the various positions and I coached both as a volunteer and
eventually as a paid Director of Coaching of a large inner city soccer Club. Participation at monthly board meetings
was just part of our life as we used our professional training and education to make a contribution to the soccer

community that our family participated in seven days a weeks for over 25 years. 

As far as boating goes, we are on our third sailboat, each larger than the last. We have enjoyed chartering in the Virgins, Belize, and
the San Juans with friends and family. My claim to fame is my one Gulf Crossing on Pam & Bill Carrothers' Passport 42 when I
crewed for them from Corpus to Pensacola, Florida. That trip stimulated my desire to learn more, so when teachers want to learn
more they go back to school. So I now have my USCG 50 Ton Master with Sailing and Towing endorsements. We now split our time
between living aboard Wand’rin Star and our little condo in Port A. 

If selected for the upcoming year I will pledge my time to fulfilling the duties of Secretary of the BYC.

Treasurer – Jo Ann Robertson
I have an Associate Degree in Accounting.  I worked with oil and gas companies, and several individual small
businesses.   My last eight years of employment were as the Financial Manager for a church and its private Christian
school.  I performed an official audit of another private Christian school in our area.   The tasks performed were
everything from payroll to accounts receivable with the emphasis of monthly financial reports to the owners or to the
Church and School’s Board of Directors.  During my employment, I worked with several financial computer programs
and one of those was QuickBooks Pro, which the Club is currently using.

I have been a member since March, 2006.  After serving the Club for a year and a half, my reason for continuing the
position of Treasurer is to offer accurate financial reporting where our members can have access to financial

information of their investment in the Club.  Our Club is a social Club, yet it should have financial accountability as a business.  My
intention for this position is one of service to our members and as a steward of your monetary investment.

Director – Ed Portis
Before moving to Corpus Christi less than three years ago I was a university professor, which does not qualify me for
much of anything. I have been a sailor, or at least owned a sailboat, for over fifteen years. I was a member and
sometime officer of the Brazos Sailing Club, a relatively informal association of mostly lake sailors located in College
Station/Bryan. About ten years ago I began to sail out of Palacios, on Matagorda Bay. Susie and I enjoy being
members of the BYC, and I am pleased to be of service to the Club in anyway I can. Actually, that is my chief
qualification.

Director – Bruce Swart
I wish to be considered a candidate for the position of Director on the Bay Yacht Club’s Board of Director’s. I have
been a member of Bay Yacht club since February of 2009. I have been active in the racing program and in the
membership program. To my knowledge, I have not been nominated for more than one office and I certainly do not
intend to hold more than one office. I am retired and attending meetings should not be a problem. I am aware that
being a member of the Board requires commitment and time and I would do both if elected.

One of the main reasons that I moved my boat from Port Aransas back to the Corpus Christi Marina was to be able
to attend Bay Yacht Club’s social events. My wife Tammy and I consider the members of the Yacht Club to be some of our best friends
and we want help the club continue to grow.

As for experience, I have served on a number of governing Boards. As a swimming coach, I was the Vice Chairman in charge of Age
group swimming in Kansas and half of Missouri.  As a school teacher, I served on the Superintendent’s Advisory Board and served as
its Chairperson for one year. Presently, I am the President of the Board of Governor’s for Carriage Park Townhouse Association and
am on the MORF sailing Committee as its Handicap Person.
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Elan

Windswept

Kerry AnnPazuzu

Ton Kat

Still
Dreamin'

Elan's Crew - Best 
BYC Finisher

August 6 - 7 
Six Boats 
Raced, Eight 
Boats 
Cruised



Cruisers Gone Wild!

Helping hands - damn motor - Jake 
Jacobsen helps Dean Domingue

Swim Party Elan

Another BYC Swim Party

Cruisers - Adagio, Honky Voodoo, Starfish, Avalon, 
Live Free, Concerto, Merlin, Cabaret

Adagio

Titanic Race



August 14 - Over 
thirty members and 
guests attended

Neil and Teresa 
Gallagher, Melisa 
Bowen Cooks

Dean Domingue

Doug Weakly

Andy 
Horner

Steve Steakley

Bruce Swart, 
Neil Gallagher 
and Matt White



Susie 
Portis

Mary Lee York, Judy 
Crawford and Brenda 
Hiler

Guests, former members, 
Mary Helen and Fernado Cantu

Linda Guiffre, Commodore 
Harry Armenia and Brenda 
Hiler

Lisa 
Kelley

Slyvia Whitworth, Jake Jacobsen, Jim 
Whitworth, Hal Peterson, Jim Robertson and 
Sharon Beterson

August 21 - 
Forty members 
and guests 
attended



August 28 
Five Boats 
competed

Pazuzu

Adagio, Elan, 
Warrior

Elan and 
Warrior

Race Officials 
Mary Herrington 
and Pat Baldwin

Wimpy

Warrior



August 28 
Nearly 40 
people attended

Johnny 
HuddlestonSecond 

Place Elan 
Team Swart

Race Chairman - 
Jim Robertson. 
Commodore - 
Harry Armenia

Third Place - 
Team Pazuzu 

First Place - 
Team Warrior

Jo Ann 
Robertson

Dean and 
Aleta 
Domingue

Flack Logan, Pensacola Yacht 
Club accepts burgee from 
Commodore Harry Armenia

Darlene and 
Joseph Whigham 
- new members


